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MEDIA ADVISORY: 

The North Carolina Museum of History will open to the public Thursday, Sept. 10 
5 East Edenton St., Raleigh 

   
  
September 3, 2020 – The North Carolina Museum of History will open to the public Thursday, Sept. 10 

with some new procedures in place to help ensure the safety of staff and visitors, including: 
  

• Limiting visitors to 250 people at a time in the museum, to allow a comfortable visit to the 

museum. 
• Requiring cloth masks to enter the museum, as outlined in Executive Order 163. 
• All exhibits will be open except the smaller Tar Heel Junior Historian Discovery Gallery. 
• Installing hand sanitizer stations and increasing the frequency of cleaning high touch public areas 

and restrooms. 
• Installing protective barriers at sales counters and information desks. 

  
Please note: 

• Our gift shop will be open with limited capacity. 
• Interactive exhibit features will be paused or modified. 
• A map will highlight safety measures (sanitizer stations) and paused or “no-touch” (removed or 

blocked) visitor experiences. A QR code will be available for a touchless experience. 
  
Hours of operation will be as follows: 

• Tuesday – Saturday: 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. for immune-compromised and senior citizens 
• Tuesday – Saturday: 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. for the general public 
• Sunday: 12 p.m. – 5 p.m. for the general public 

  
  
“We are very excited to welcome the public back to the museum," said Ken Howard, Director of the 

North Carolina Museum of History. "We, as an institution, believe in the importance of learning from 

history, including events happening in the present day. The Museum has adopted new safety procedures, 

following NCDHHS guidelines, to present our visitors with the safest and most enjoyable experience." 
  
Visitors are expected to follow the “Three W’s” as outlined by the N.C. Department of Health and Human 

Services – WEAR a cloth mask over your nose and mouth, WAIT in line at least six feet away from 

others, and WASH your hands frequently or use hand sanitizer. If you are experiencing symptoms of 

illness, we ask that you postpone your visit. 
  
Keep up to date with our plans by visiting our website at ncmuseumofhistory.org or following us on 

social media. We look forward to seeing you soon! 
  
  

mailto:marcie.gordon@ncdcr.gov


  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
For information about the NC Museum of History, a Smithsonian Affiliate museum, call 919-814-

7000 or access ncmuseumofhistory.org or follow the museum on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 

or YouTube. 
  
About the NC Museum of History 
The North Carolina Museum of History, a Smithsonian Affiliate, fosters a passion for North Carolina 

history. This museum collects and preserves artifacts of state history and educates the public on the 

history of the state and the nation through exhibits and educational programs. Admission is free. Last 

year, more than 465,000 people visited the museum to see some of the 150,000 artifacts in the museum 

collection. The Museum of History, within the Division of State History Museums, is part of the NC 

Department of Natural and Cultural Resources. 
  
About the Smithsonian Affiliations Network 
Since 2006, the North Carolina Museum of History has been a Smithsonian Affiliate, part of a select 

group of museums, cultural, educational, and arts organizations that share Smithsonian resources with the 

nation. The Smithsonian Affiliations network is a national outreach program that develops long-term 

collaborative partnerships with museums, educational, and cultural organizations to enrich communities 

with Smithsonian resources. More information is available at affiliations.si.edu. 
  
About the NC Department of Natural and Cultural Resources 
The North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (NCDNCR) is the state agency with a 

vision to be the leader in using the state’s natural and cultural resources to build the social, cultural, 

educational, and economic future of North Carolina. NCDNCR’s mission is to improve the quality of life 

in our state by creating opportunities to experience excellence in the arts, history, libraries, and natural 

assets in North Carolina by stimulating learning, inspiring creativity, preserving the state’s history, 

conserving the state’s natural heritage, encouraging recreation and cultural tourism, and promoting 

economic development. 
  
NCDNCR includes 27 historic sites, seven history museums, two art museums, two science museums, 

three aquariums, and Jennette’s Pier, as well as 39 state parks and recreation areas, the North Carolina 

Zoo, the nation’s first state-supported symphonic orchestra, the State Library of North Carolina, the State 

Archives of North Carolina, the North Carolina Arts Council, the North Carolina State Historic 

Preservation Office, and the North Carolina Office of State Archaeology, along with the state Division of 

Land and Water Stewardship. For more information, call 919-814-6800 or visit DNCR.nc.gov. 
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